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HIGHLIGHTS: 


Southwest. 


National Weather Summary 


January 15 - 21 


A storm system off the coast of 

southern California brought moderate amounts of 
rain to the lower half of the State; 
moved eastward carrying rain and snow to the 
Later in the week, 


the weather 


another storm pro- 


and along the northeastern coast. 
England received large amounts of snow. 


Northern New 
Moderate 


accumulations of rain fell in the rest of the 
eastern United States. 
A temperature line split the Nation from 


northern California to northern Florida. 
the line, 
to the south, 


On Monday, 


Above 


colder-than-normal readings prevailed; 


averages were warmer. 





the Midwest got a welcome respite 
from snow when only the western Great Lakes re- 
ported the white stuff. 
carried over into the new week; 
to southern California, 
to more than an inch. 


On the West Coast, rain 
from San Francisco 
stations showed one-half 

The moisture changed to 


duced rain in western Washington and snow eastward 
to the northern Rockies. 

A third storm formed in the central Plains, 
headed southeastward, and veered northeastward 
packing a variety of moisture. Snow and freezing 
rain fell north of the system, while rain occurred 
south and east of the disturbance. Heavy rain 
drenched an area from East Texas to West Virginia 


snow in the northern Rockies. 

Very cold air covered an area from the Plains 
through the Mississippi Valley and Delta Region. 
Some records included Chicago's -19° (undercutting 
the 1893 mark by 3), Kansas City's -10°, and 18° 
at Baton Rouge, La. 

Light rain persisted from the West Coast to 
southern Arizona on Tuesday; light snow continued 
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A record low temperature of -19° chilled Sault 
Ste. Marie, northern Michigan. 

Snow spread from the Dakotas across the Midwest 
on Friday; however, the heaviest precipitation fell 
in the western Gulf Coastal States. 

Cleveland, eastern Texas, measured more than 
6 inches of rain, while other portions of East 
Texas, northern Louisiana, and Mississippi collect- 
ed one to 4 inches. 

By day's end, moisture reached through Arkansas 
and Tennessee to the Ohio Valley and Appalachians. 
Memphis tallied an inch and one-half of rain, and 
Little Rock weathered an inch. 

An intense low pressure system hovering over 
the Southeast controlled much of the weather east 
of the Mississippi River on Saturday. 

While rain soaked the Deep South, freezing rain 
glazed the middle Atlantic States and lower 
Mississippi Valley, and snow whitened an area to 
the north. In Mississippi, McComb to the south 
and Meridian to the east saw more than 3 inches of 
rain. Other points from Louisiana to North 
Carolina noted one to 2 and a half inches. Two 
inches of rain soaked eastern Kentucky triggering 
flooding. A tornado touched down in Elton, 
southern Louisiana. 

As midnight approached, Wilmington, Del., and 
Philadelphia called in more than an inch of rain. 

By early Sunday, the strong low pressure center 
had reached eastern Kentucky, carrying warm air 
from the Atlantic. One to 2 inches of rain com- 
bined with melting ice and snow to produce minor 
flooding in the East. Snow fell to the west and 
northwest of the center. 

At the same time, unsettled weather trekked 
through the Pacific Northwest to the northern 


Rockies. Up to 4 inches of snow extended from 
eastern Washington to Wyoming. 

in the Rockies. Snow moved into New York State 
with some points gathering 5 to 10 inches. 

Though International Falls, northern Minnesota, 
plunged to a record low of -44%, a warming trend 
visited the Plains and most of the Midwest. The 
Texas Panhandle basked in the 60's, while western 
Kansas reached the 50's. Topeka, Kans., at 33°, 
topped the freezing mark for the first time this 
year and just missed equaling its record of 19 
consecutive days below freezing. 

On Wednesday, heavy rains persisted in the 
Southwest and changed to snow in the mountains. 
More than 4 inches of rain drenched portions of 
Arizona, while a half-foot and more of snow 
blanketed northern Arizona and southern Utah. 

Meantime, a frontal system centered over Lake 
Huron pushed heavy snow into New England and New 
York State. Along Maine's coastline, Portland 
picked up 16 inches. Very cold air accompanied 
the storm; Caribou, northern Maine, scored a 
record -27 as the coldest spot in the country. 

A deluge swept parts of the Hawaiian Islands; 
6-day totals topped 60 inches of rain (normally 
the amount during 4 months) in some localities. 

While snow continued in northern New England, a 
winter storm edged over the Plains into the 
Mississippi Valley on Thursday. 

A combination of moisture showed 3 inches of 
snow in the northern Plains, freezing rain to the 
south, and one-half to 2 inches of rain from the 
southern Plains through Missouri. Light rain 
persisted in southern California and the Southwest. 

Maine's additional snowfall produced a 24-hour 
record of 24.4 inches in Portland. 
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National Agricultural Summary 


January 15 - 21 


HIGHLIGHTS: Heavy precipitation from eastern 
Texas to the Atlantic Coast saturated soils and 
raised moisture supplies to adequate or surplus. 
In some areas, pastures became too wet to support 
cattle, and top growth deteriorated from the ex- 
cessive moisture. Precipitation in parts of the 
Corn Belt on into New England added snow depth to 
protect fall-seeded grains. Snowcover receded 
slightly, but most winter wheat on the Great 
Plains had protection southward through Kansas. 
Snow also accumulated in the Pacific Northwest to 
provide additional protection for the winter 
wheat. Farmers accomplished only limited field- 
work, including hauling manure to fields in 
northern areas and disking crop residue in the 
South. Wet fields continued to hamper the final 
cotton harvests in Texas, Arizona, California, 
and New Mexico. Deciduous fruit growers pruned 
trees and vines in southern areas and the North- 
west. Ice damaged some fruit trees in Arkansas 
and Virginia. 


SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat lay protected by a 
blanket of snow from Kansas northward through the 
Great Plains. A light snowcover protected small 
grains in the Corn Belt. Across the South, winter 
wheat rated mostly fair to good making very slow 
growth. Farmers began checking stands for weed 
and insect control. Winter wheat was virtually 
dormant on the southern Plains and appeared to 
have survived the recent subnormal temperatures. 
Growers in California and the Southwest continued 
to plant some late fields of small grains; earlier 
stands rated excellent. Pacific Northwest growers 
expect some freeze damage, but recent snow ac- 
cumulations protected the crop from the current 
subnormal readings. 

Kansas wheat was entirely snow-covered. Old 
snow accumulations melted in Oklahoma which 
allowed renewed grazing on wheat pastures as the 
ground firmed. Texas low temperatures slowed 
winter wheat growth to a near-dormant condition. 
However, most stands appeared to have enough vigor 
to recover from any freeze damage. Grazing of 
small grains was sharply curtailed. Snow covered 
winter wheat throughout the Mountain States; the 
crop rated good. Early Arizona stands rated 
excellent. California rains temporarily halted 
planting in the Imperial Valley, while growers in 
the San Joaquin and Sacramento Valleys applied 
weed control measures. 


OTHER CROPS: Farmers made very little progress 
harvesting the few remaining fields of cotton. 
Texas picking stood at 98%. In previous years, 
the harvest was finished by now. Gins worked off 


their backlogs and trailers were readily available. 


Arizona growers had some cotton to harvest, but 
the quality was in doubt. Wet fields in 
California halted disking, shredding, and plow- 
down operations. 

The Florida sugarcane harvest moved actively. 

Tobacco plants in southern production areas 
rated fair to good. Further north in the major 
tobacco production States, farmers began marketing 
fire-cured and sun-cured leaf. The Kentucky 
burley crop was 90% sold. 

Land preparation for seeding potatoes advanced 
into Eastern Shore Virginia. 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Deciduous fruit growers performed 
maintenance chores including pruning trees and 
vines. 

Florida citrus groves rated excellent with 
adequate moisture and no irrigation necessary. 
The orange harvest advanced actively and droppage 
varied by locality. Trees put on little new 
growth. The Texas shipping holiday ended on 
January 18, and fresh movement of grapefruit and 
oranges began. Most remaining oranges for fresh 
market will be Valencias; midseason varieties go 
to processors. Arizona citrus harvests advanced 
when conditions permitted. Harvests of Navels 
and sweets were complete. Lemon picking tapered 
off and grapefruit harvest showed steady but 
Slow progress. California Navels held in fair 
Supply. Growers also picked a few tangerines and 
mandarins, but rains delayed harvest in all areas. 


VEGETABLES: Florida vegetables rated fair to 
good. Harvest was steady, but overall shipments 
declined 1% from the previous week. Cauliflower 
and potato volume advanced considerably. Snap 
beans, escarole, lettuce, radishes, strawberries, 
and squash also registered slight increases. 
Supplies of other vegetable crops held steady or 
declined. Wind scars lowered packout, however, 
general quality and size was good. Strong week- 
end winds whipped plants and burned foliage. The 
spring watermelon crop scored fair to good, re- 
covering well from earlier cold damage. 

Texas carrot, cabbage, lettuce, and spinach 
harvests moved actively. Growers planted water- 
melons in the Coastal Bend area. Wet soils and 
low temperatures prevented spring vegetable land 
preparation in other areas. 

Arizona vegetable harvests advanced slowly; 
wet field conditions delayed the lettuce harvest. 
Harvests of broccoli, cauliflower, and celery 
progressed in southern California. The desert 
lettuce harvest was active despite the wet fields. 
Strawberries bloomed along the south coast. 
Growers planted market tomatoes in several areas. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures were unavailable 
throughout the northern half of the Nation because 
of snowcover. Low temperatures also limited grass 
growth throughout many areas of the South. In 

the Southeast, pastures registered a slight 

decline and rated only fair. In South Florida, 
grasslands rated fair to good. In the Delta 

States, grazing held in short supply. Texas 

cattle moved from dormant small grain fields to 
native pastures. In southeastern Texas, saturated 
pastures could not be grazed and growth deteriorated 
from the wet conditions. Arizona rangeland improved 
and stock water supplies proved adequate. Winter 
and spring browse should be excellent. California 
rangeland growth was excellent. Herds began moving 
to low elevation ranges. Farmers provided cattle 
with heavy rations of feed, hay, and other rough- 
age to combat the low temperatures. Supplies of 
animal feed were adequate with the exception of 

some southern States. Snow presented transportation 
problems in Northern areas. Calving and lambing 

got started with cold temperatures taking their 

toll in some parts of the Nation. Cattle losses 

in some States became more apparent after the 
previous week's severe storm. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by ESCS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Temperatures near normal north, 2° above 
normal south. Heavy rain 19th and 20th; heaviest 
amounts near 4.00 in. northwest. Some snow and 
Sleet 21st. 

Fieldwork: 2.7 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate; outdoor activity mainly livestock care, 
equipment repair. Fieldwork behind schedule. 
Pasture feed supply short, stored feed supply 
adequate. Pastures poor condition. Wheat fair 
condition. 


ARIZONA: Heavy rains, 
Fria, Verde River basins. 
2.50 in. lower, mid-elevations. From 2.50 in. to 
6.50 in. mountains. New snow 5 to 15 in. Mogollon 
rim, White mountains. Temperatures near normal. 
Moderate to heavy rain, field activities 
virtual standstill. Substantial cotton remaining, 
guality in doubt, especially ground cotton. Earlier 
planted small grains excellent progress. Sugar- 
beet harvest still unfinished, spring beets 
excellent progress. Alfalfa haying seasonally slow. 
New, renovated fields growing well. Vegetable 
harvest slow. Lettuce harvest delayed by field 
conditions. Other mixed vegetable harvest equally 
slow. Later plantings growing well. Citrus harvest 
active, conditions permitting. Harvest Navels and 
sweets about complete. Lemon picking tapering off, 
grapefruit slow but steady. Range conditions 
vastly improved, substantially better than normal. 
Rain, snow showers beneficial, restoring stock 
water, soil moisture. Prospects winter, spring 
browse excellent. Cattle, calves good to excellent 
condition. Movement restricted some areas, bad 
roads. 


flooding along Salt, Aqua 
Precipitation up to 


ARKANSAS: Cold early week with warmer temperatures 
later. Precipitation from midweek with heaviest 
totals at end of week. Extremes: 64 and -1°. 
Highest normal 46°; lowest 36°. Highest mean 48°; 
lowest 30°. Precipitation ranged from 0.21 to 
4.47 in. 

Farm activities limited mostly to feeding and 
caring for livestock. Wheat condition good, gen- 
erally covered by snow and ice during extremely 
cold weather. Fruit tree limbs damaged from heavy 
ice, extent of damage not expected to be severe. 


CALIFORNIA: Precipitation several days mainly 
southern half. Rain over 2.00 in. central and 
south coast; 1.00 to 2.00 in. Central Valley. 
Temperatures near normal but San Joaquin Valley up 
to 6° above normal. 

Small grain planting continued San Joaquin, 
Sacramento Valleys after rain. Wheat planting 
halted Imperial Valley. Growth earlier planted 
small grains look good. Sugarbeet planting slowed 
by rain central coast. Alfalfa, small grain, 
limited weed control applied Sacramento and San 
Joaquin Valleys. Cotton shredding, disking halted 
by wet fields San Joaquin Valley and Riverside 
County. Cotton plowdown halted. Field activities 
in deciduous fruit orchards and vineyards active. 
Avocados, grapefruit, lemons, Navels fair supply. 
Few table grapes, tangerines, and mandarins being 
picked. Rains delayed »harvest all areas. Harvest 
broccoli, cauliflower, celery active south. 
Lettuce harvest active desert despite wet fields. 
Strawberries blooming south coast. Planting mar- 
ket tomatoes several areas. Rangelands growth 
excellent. Stock moving to low ranges. Water 
supplies good. Sheep grazing alfalfa. 


|very active, 
potato digging increasing. 


COLORADO: Moisture from Pacific to Rocky Mountains 
spread abundant snow across large areas of moun- 
tains. Heaviest snowfall totals 80 and 70 in. at 
two southwestern ski areas. Light rains and snows 
spread into eastern plains on 18th. Temperatures 

2 to 5° below normal. 


FLORIDA: Freezing temperatures prevailed over 
north morning of 15th with below normal readings 
elsewhere. Moderating trend set in by midweek. 
Cold front on 20th moved into Panhandle and off 
the south coast by evening 2lst. Tornado watch 

in effect night of 20th. Strongwinds accompanied 
front and continued on 2lst. Rainfall averaged 
0.50 to 1.00 in. central, south; 1.00 to 2.00 in. 
north. Temperatures a little below normal; near 
normal south. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate, a few wet spots 
upper east coast and middle Gulf coast. Sugarcane 
harvest continued active, crop in good condition. 
Small grains fair condition, growth slow due to 
cold. Farmwork limited because of cold. Limited 
grazing central to northern areas. Supplemental 
feeding necessary. Southern pastures fair to good. 
Cattle fair to good condition. Citrus grove con- 
dition excellent, moisture adequate, no irrigation. 
No freeze this past week. Very little new growth. 
Orange droppage varied; orange harvest very active. 
General vegetable crop condition fair to good; 
harvest steady. Overall shipments decreased 1% 
from previous week. Cauliflower, potato shipments 
up considerably. Snap beans, escarole, lettuce, 
radishes, strawberries, squash increased. Supplies 
cabbage, carrots, celery, chinese cabbage, sweet 
corn, parsley held steady but cucumbers, eggplant, 
okra, peppers, tomatoes decreased. Quality, size, 
yields generally good but packout lowered by wind 
scars. Strong weekend winds whipped plants, 
burned foliage. Spring planting slowing for some 
crops as schedules being completed. Strawberry 
crop condition improving. Quality, yields down 
as result of recent cold weather. Volume low. 
Spring watermelon crop condition fair to good, 
recovering well from earlier cold damage. Planting 
seed germination slow. Winter crop 
Quality generally good. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures upper 30's north to lower 
50's southeast. Rain statewide. Extremes: 74 
and 9°. Rainfall 0.08 to 1.32 in. Precipitation 
20th and 21st general, with heaviest amount of 
4.04 in. 

Soil moisture adequate to mostly surplus. 
wet conditions, still limiting fieldwork. Some 
activity in central and east. Small grains fair 
north and central, good east and southwest. 
Pasture conditions continued slight decline, still 
fair. Cattle fair to good, down from previous week. 
Tobacco plants fair to good. 


Cold, 


HAWAII: Weather variable. Heavy rains east Hawaii 
continued. Truck crops heavily battered. Some 
flooding of sugar, flower fields, mainly anthurium. 
Spoilage losses expected for tender crops. Rain- 
fall generally light other Islands. Spraying 
frequent for disease and insect control. 

Vegetable supplies light; quality generally 
poor. Banana supplies light to moderate. Papaya 
supplies light. Pineapple harvesting slow. Sugar 
harvesting slack. Pastures generally good. 
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IDAHO: Temperatures moderated some but still 
ranged from O to 11° below normal. Extremes: -15 
and 43°. 


Snowcover limited farmwork to mainly feeding and 
caring for livestock. Warmer weather eased stress 
on livestock. Conditions more favorable for early 
calving and lambing. 


Temperatures 3 to 10° below normal ; 
Precipitation 0.50 to over 


ILLINOIS: 
fourth straight week. 


1.00 in.; heaviest south; few northern areas 1 to 
2 in. new snow. Snow depths north 23 in., south 
2 in. 


Winter wheat good; snowcover protecting crop. 
Grain movement slowed by bad weather. Livestock 
good condition. Soil moisture adequate. 


INDIANA: Rough weather. Temperatures ranged 
from 0 to 46° and averaged 1° below normal. Sun- 
shine 34% of possible. Precipitation 0.20 in. 
north, 0.50 in. central, 0.80 in. south. Freezing 
rain and glazed roads most of state 19th along with 
heavy fog. Snowcover 1 in. except 18 in. near Lake 
Michigan. 

Farm activities mostly limited to caring for 
livestock, hauling manure. 


IOWA: Early week cold moderated to near normal 
temperatures at late week to average around 5° 
subnormal for whole week. Most precipitation fell 
on 18th to 19th as mostly ice and sleet south and 
2 to 4 in. snow in north. Water content 0.30 to 
0.60 in. averaged 150% of normal. 


KANSAS: Moisture ranged 0.25 to 0.50 in. west to 

0.50 to 1.50 in. east. Rain or freezing rain fell 
18th to 19th. Temperatures ranged from 21° north 

central to 29° southeast and 23 to 27° elsewhere, 

2° below normal northwest and southeast to 3 to 

7° below normal elsewhere. 

Weekend storm of 12th to 14th hard on livestock. 
Some death losses in cow herds and commercial 
feedlots. Other reports of cattle falling through 
ice on ponds. Tight supply of hay and forage in 
many areas. Wheat acreage remained snow covered. 


KENTUCKY: Temperatures near normal. Mixed pre- 
cipitation with nearly all of it during latter 
half ranging from 4.50 in. southeast to 1.25 in. 
elsewhere. 

Rain and warmer temperatures melted most snow 
and ice cover. Fields wet, and farm activity 
minimal except for feeding and caring of live- 
stock. Opening auctions of fire-cured tobacco. 
Burley sales continued; approaching 90% sold. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 2 to 3° above normal. 
Extremes: 75 and 14°. Rain statewide late week. 
Activities: Care and feeding of livestock. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: Temperatures 4° below normal. 
Highs upper 30's to low 40's. Lows 20's. Precipi- 
tation light; 0.50 in. Sleet with freezing rain 
20th followed by rain. Early morning rain 21st 
followed by mostly cloudy skies. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures 2 to 10° below normal. 
Maximum reached low 30's; minimum -37°. Precipi- 
tation 0.26 to 0.62 in. in Lower and 0.48 to 1.08 
in. Upper. Snowcover from 4 to 47 in.; most 
around 20 in. 

Farm chores and livestock feeding. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 2 to 8° below normal. 
Extremes: 29 and -44°. Precipitation near notmal 
except 0.25 to 0.55 in. above normal east central 
and southeast. Precipitation total 0.18 to 0.50 
east central and south- 


in. except 0.50 to 0.79 in. 








Snowfall 5 in. 


east. west to 10 in. central and 
east. Snow depth 10 in. west and southwest to 20 
in. elsewhere except over 20 in. extreme southeast 
and north central through northeast. 


MISSISSIPPI: Cold early week. Warmer midweek 
with drizzle, fog. Some heavy rainfall late week. 
Temperature extremes 6 and 74°. 

Soil moisture surplus. Fieldwork: 0.6 day 
Suitable. Feeding livestock main activity. 
Several days of warmer weather improved wheat con- 
dition somewhat but still mostly fair to poor. 
Livestock condition fair. Hay and roughage 
supplies and feed grain supplies adequate to short. 


Temperatures 3° below normal. Lows 
below zero early week. Precipitation moderate, 
averaging between 0.75 and 1.50 in. melted. Snow- 
cover averaging 1 to 4 in. south and central; 6 to 
19 in. north central; maximum 26 in. northeast. 


MISSOURI : 


MONTANA: Light snow first of week, mostly ending 
by midweek. Snow became widespread and heavy at 
times 21st with strong northerly winds causing near 
blizzard conditions. Amounts near 12 in. reported. 
Temperatures below normal in west, near normal 
elsewhere. 

Winter wheat condition good. Livestock fair to 
good. Grazing closed with all livestock on supple- 
mental feed. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures normal to 5° below normal. 
Panhandle precipitation less than 0.10 in.; else- 
where 0.25 to 0.50 in. Freezing rain 18th caused 
isolated power outages. 

Livestock requiring heavy supplemental feeding. 


NEVADA: Low pressure system brought precipitation. 
Temperatures near to slightly above normal. Ex- 
tremes: 60 and -12°. 

Supplemental feeding continued heavy; supplies 
adequate. Livestock mostly good condition. 


NEW ENGLAND: Temperatures 4 to 8° subnormal early 
week, 15 to 25° below normal midweek, near normal 
end of week. Low density snow, 17th and 18th, 
water content 0.30 to 0.50 in. most areas. Snow, 
sleet, freezing rain and rain 20th and 2lst. 

Water content average 2.00 to 3.00 in. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures 4 to 8° below normal; 
21° north, 27° south, and 30° coastal. Extremes: 
O and 59°. Precipitation excessive; 2.97 in. 
north, 2.90 in. south, and 2.71 in. coastal. 
Light snow mostly inland sections 17th. Snow 
depth 1 to 3 in. 

Farmers caring for livestock and tending to 
other winter chores. 


NEW MEXICO: Almost daily snows northern mountains 
and showers lower elevations and south through 18th. 
Several precipitation totals tomore than 1.00 in. 

More moisture over most of state. Cotton and 
pecan harvest still slow due to weather. Wheat and 
barley good. Livestock fair with supplemental 
feeding necessary. 


NEW YORK: Very cold weather held average tempera- 
ture 5 to 10° below normal before warmer air moved 
into the area over weekend. Precipitation was well 
above normal ranging from 1.00 in. in west to 
almost 5.00 in. near New York City. 


NORTH -AROLINA: Temperatures 2 to 5° subnormal. 


Precipitation 1.00 in. east; elsewhere 1.00 to 
3.00 in. 
Fieldwork: 2.9 days suitable. Soil moisture 


adequate. Condition of small grains fair to good. 
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DEPTH OF SNOW ON THE GROUND, INCHES 
JANUARY 22, 1979 16 


Environmental Data and Information Service, NOAA 


NOTE:-This chart will be issued on Tuesday dur - 
ing the winter. It is based upon data from regular 
National Weather Service and sclected cooperative 
stations. —~ j 

Shaded portions represent areas covered with Wy A 
snow; lines indicate depth in inches. No attempt is a 
made to indicate areas and depths that may exist at 
high altitudes in the Rocky Mountains, beyond the 
figures shown by reports from regular National 
Weather Service and a few special cooperative sta 
tions. Dotted line shows limits of last week's cover. 


Supplemented by earlier measurements at selected 
cooperative stations. 


Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 





Pastures fair. Supplies hay and roughage mostly 
adequate to surplus. Feed grains adequate. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures well below normal 
beginning of week to above normal weekend. 
Extremes: 35 to -35°. Moisture ranged from a 
trace southwest to 0.80 in. southeast. Snowfall 
above 4 in. portions of south central. 

Farmers welcomed return to more seasonal temper- 
atures weekend. Higher temperatures also brought 
additional snowfall to portions of eastern half, 
which again hindered travel and slowed farm acti- 
vities. Pastures closed and heavy livestock 
feeding continued. Both feed supplies and live- 
stock appear to be holding up well. 


OHIO: Cold weather continued. Highs 4 to 8° below 
normal and average temperatures ran 2 to 4° below 
normal. Extremes: 49 to -4°. Precipitation wide- 
spread but totals 0.10 to 0.30 in. below normal. 
Some heavier rain in parts of south. Totals 0.12 
to 1.39 is. 

Industry preparing for seasonal Valentine flower 
demand. Farm activities limited to repairing 
machinery, spreading manure. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures normal to 2° above normal 
in Panhandle and from normal to 5° below normal 
elsewhere. Precipitation fell several times 
as snow with scattered thunderstorms 18th. Most 
areas averaged more than 0.50 in.; amounts ranged 
from 0.23 in. Panhandle to 1.57 in. south central. 
Old snowcover melted allowing renewed grazing 
on wheat pasture as ground firms. Livestock in 
good condition. 


OREGON: Temperatures from near to 5° below normal 
except 10° below normal in northeast. Maximums 
occurred first of week and were in 40's and lower 





50's west; 30's and lower 40's east. Minimums 
generally in 20's west of Cascades and generally 
5° below to 5° above normal. Precipitation occurred 
at first half of week ranging from 0.40 to 0.80 in. 
Elsewhere precipitation 0.20 to 0.40 in. 

Another cold week; some moisture early, clearing 
but cold latter part of week. Fieldwork nil. Live- 
stock feeding main chore on livestock farms. 
Feeding heavy, but supplies good. Storage supplies 
of potatoes and onions continue to move into pro- 
cessing and fresh market. Onion quality fair to 
good. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Cold, wet; 
Major ice storm weekend. 
downed, traffic snarled. Small stream flooding 
southeast 21st. Weekly precipitation 3.00 in. 
southeast corner to under 0.50 in. northwest. 
Snowcover trace southeast and southwest corners up 
to 12 to 15 in. north central mountains and Poconos. 
Temperatures 2 to 4° below normal southeast; 6 to 
10° below elsewhere. Extremes: 56 and -15°. 

Normal winter chores. 


light snow midweek. 
Power lines, tree limbs 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 0.44 in. or 
0.33 in. below normal. Temperatures averaged 
about 76° on coasts and 71° interior. Extremes: 
90 and 45°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures near normal, midweek 
above normal. Northwest rainfall heavier than 
usual, near normal elsewhere. Freezing rain early 
in north central, freezing rain or snow later in 
higher elevations. 

Disking crop residue, soil sampling, liming, 
pruning fruit trees, grape vines main activities. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures warmed from extremely 
cold conditions of past 3 weeks. Readings 8 to 
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19°: 3° above to 6° below normal. Extremes: -30 
and 46°. Precipitation greatest in east, 0.25 to 
0.50 in. West generally received less than 0.10in. 
Snowcover in eastern third, 8 in. or more; south- 
west and northwest, 8 to 12 in.; elsewhere, 4 to 

6 in. 

TENNESSEE: Precipitation 6 of 7 days. Rain each 


day until weekend when rain changed to snow. Snow 
up to 5 in. Total precipitation for week 2.00 in. 
west, 3.50 in. east. Temperatures below normal, 
highs in 40's, lows 30's. 

Soil moisture surplus. Small grains and 
pastures fair. Cattle good. Main activities 
general chores and care of livestock. 


TEXAS: Fair weather early week; dense fog 16th 
mixed drizzle over eastern half. Cold front 18th 
showers, thunderstorms over east. Temperatures 
much below normal. Rainfall near normal central, 
western areas; much above normal eastern third. 

Wheat, oat stands little or no growth as cold 
temperatures continued. Grazing sharply curtailed, 
result cold January weather. Cotton harvest re- 
sumed scattered localities High, Low Plains toward 
end of week. Wet weather southern half brought 
seedbed preparation to halt. Cotton harvest con- 
tinued to lag behind schedule. Gins worked off 
backlogs, trailers available. Wheat mostly dormant 
stage High, Low Plains; grazing short. Most stands 
appear to have vigor to recover from freeze damage. 
Oats moderate to heavy freeze damage from recent 
cold, icy weather. Heaviest damage occurred 
central, south on tender, late planted stands. 
Warmer weather saw many fields showing signs of 
recovery but some stands lost. 

Fresh movement of grapefruit and oranges under- 
way again, as shipping holiday expired 18th. Most 
remaining oranges for fresh market will be 
Valencias as mid-season varieties go to processors. 
Harvest fallen fruit continued. Strong winds 19th 
and 20th increased fruit droppage among citrus. 
Carrot, cabbage, lettuce harvests active. Coastal 
Bend watermelon planting active. 

Small grain pastures, ranges and permanent 
pastures, ,continued decline from recent freezes. 
Lack of sufficient plant growth caused some cattle 
in north central and east to move from small grain 
fields to native pastures as supplemental feeding 
became necessity. Many winter pastures in south- 
east saturated and remaining forage deteriorating. 
Livestock fair to good condition although shrink- 
age continued. Livestock in south and Trans-Pecos 
in good to excellent condition. 


UTAH: Recurring snow; accumulations light to 
moderate but locally heavy. Rising temperatures 
to average between 5° below to 5° above normal. 

Activities included caring for livestock; 
grading and marketing potatoes, onions and apples; 
repairing farm equipment. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures 3° below normal. Extremes: 
67 and 5°. Rainfall 1.50 to 2.00 in. occurring 
as rain and freezing rain over weekend. Ice 


caused considerable damage to trees central and 
west. 

Topsoil moisture adequate to surplus. Field- 
work: 1.7 days available. Frozen ground limited 
outside work to lime application in east and some 
plowing for potato seeding on Eastern Shore. 
Winter grains and grazing in good condition with 
Tidewater growers checking small grain fields for 
weeds and insects. Feeding and care of livestock 
a major activity. Livestock marketing active in 
most areas. Calving, lambing continued. Burley, 
fire-cured, sun-cured tobacco grading and selling 





active. Pruning fruit trees. 
WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures 1 to 4° below 
normal. Precipitation ranged from 0.50 to 2.80 in. 


below normal. 

Pruning caneberries. Moving manure to fields, 
feeding livestock. Some damage to winter planted 
seed crops from earlier freeze expected but berry 
plants look unaffected. Equipment repair major 
activity. 

East: Temperatures 6° below normal. 
tation 0.20 to 0.40 in. below normal. 

Snow continued to accumulate providing protec- 
tive cover for winter grain. Freeze level down to 
o feet in some areas. Some pruning continued. 
Calving and lambing underway with some losses to 
weather. Hay adequate. 


Precipi- 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures 1° below normal 
central, 4° below normal elsewhere. Precipitation 
well above normal. 

Fieldwork: 1.3 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Hay supply adequate. Grain 
and other supplies adequate. Farmers busy with 
calving and lambing. Fall sown grains doing well. 
Cattle in good condition. 


WISCONSIN: Temperatures below normal. Week 
began very cold but moderated to more seasonal 
readings by weekend when highs reached upper 20's. 
Coldest morning 15th well below zero. Extremes: 
29 and -25°. Precipitation above normal in fre- 
quent snowfalls. Fluffy snow of 3 to 5 in. south 
15th, 1 to 2 in. central. Light snow 16th to 18th 
becoming heavier again 19th with 1 to 4 in. except 
extreme north. Snow mixed with freezing rain 
south. Light snow and freezing drizzle weekend. 
Snow depths greatest south where more than 24 in. 
on ground. 


WYOMING: Temperatures below normal. 
tures mid-30's to mid-40's. Minimum temperatures 
-1 to -289°. Precipitation generally below normal; 
many stations reporting zero or only trace. 
Livestock producers feeding heavy; cold weather 
and continued snow making it difficult to care for 
livestock. Feed supplies are being used faster than 
normal. Livestock showing stress from cold and snow. 
Winter wheat snow covered most areas, may have some 
winterkill in some areas. 


High tempera- 
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World Weather and Crop Update 


January 15 - 21 


USSR. Only in the western two-thirds of the 
Ukraine and along the western Soviet border did 
precipitation exceed 5 mm. Amounts ranged up to 
40 mm in the southern Ukraine and left adequate 
snowcover on wheatfields previously bared by warm 
temperatures. Some locations in the southeastern 
Ukraine still have only a light snowcover, but 
minimum temperatures remained above -15°C nearly 
everywhere throughout the week. 


PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. Precipitation in the 
southeast tapered off to near normal, further 
enhancing above-normal totals of the previous three 
weeks. The outlook for spring planting is much 
improved. Wheat growing areas continued to have 
nearly rainless weather, but reports indicated 

that the crop is in satisfactory condition. Some 
cold waves have advanced over the wheat belt, and 
temperatures as low as -15°C were recorded near 
Peking. No damage to the crop was anticipated. 


AUSTRALIA. Much-above-normal rain of 30 to 40 mm 
fell over crop areas in southeastern Australia end- 
ing a dry spell that had persisted since late 
November. Although beneficial to the wheat harvest, 
other crops---sorghum being the most important--- 
lagged in development because of dryness; these 
rains will help immensely. 


INDIA. A large portion of northern India received 
much-above-normal precipitation of 15 to 25 mn, 
with maximum values of 60 mm in two locations. 
These were very timely rains for the wheat crop in 
the plains. Reports from mountainous areas to the 
north were scarce, but indications pointed to 
substantial amounts of snow, improving the outlook 
for availability of water in the springtime. 


AFRICA. The Moroccan wheat crop got a boost from 
above-normal rains of 20 to 50 mm following three 


weeks of only light amounts. The outlook for the 
crop now is much more optimistic. Wheat areas to 
the east in Algeria and Tunisia continued to re- 
ceive only light rainfall, but the crop should 
remain in good condition. South Africa's Maize 
Triangle saw abundant rainfall of 20 to 60 mm over 
nearly the entire region. This was the greatest 
quantity of widespread precipitation yet to fall 
during this growing season. In locations where 
conditions were marginal, the rains should sub- 
stantially improve crop prospects. However, it 
was probably too late to save the crop in many 
southwestern areas. Unofficial South African 
estimates still predict a 40 percent drop from 
last year's production. 


EUROPE. Precipitation ranged both above and below 
normal over Europe, but readings showed no extreme 
totals. A near-stationary storm dropped above- 
normal amounts of 10 to 15 mm across Czechoslovakia 
and southern Poland. Totals of 5 to 10 mm to the 
west and south dipped below normal from last week's 
abundant precipitation. Most of Spain experienced 
much-above-normal precipitation of 30 to 60 mn, 

and wheat there should be in a much-improved con- 
dition. Variable totals of 10 to 30 mm in the 
United Kingdom neared normal. 


SOUTH AMERICA. All major Brazilian soybean areas 
remained virtually rainless---the third consecutive 
dry week in Rio Grande do Sul and the second in 
Parana. Official opinions differ on the impact to 
the crop. USDA weather analysts figure conditions 
are not yet critical, but some decrease in yields 
has probably occurred. No relief is in sight. 
Most crop areas in Argentina also saw continued 
dry weather. Soil moisture in western corn areas 
Should be quite adequate, and even in the east, 
conditions are not so dry as to cause much concern 
yet. 





SNOW DEPTH (CM) AND MINIMUM TEMPERATURES (°F) IN WINTER WHEAT AREAS OF WESTERN USSR AND EASTERN EUROPE 
06 GMT JANUARY 21, 1979 


° 
MOSCOW 





UNDERLINED SNOW VALUES ARE APPROXIMATE. 
DATA IS BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS. 
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Shaded Areas Normal or Above 

















